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Thefollowing Bible study course has been pre-
pared for independent study. It'sintent isto guide
the student through the biblical teaching on the sub-
ject of eterna life. It is very important that the
student read each chapter carefully including each
verse mentioned. After studying the material, turn
to the test booklet and complete the appropriate
section. Upon completion of the 10 chapters, re-
turnyour test bookl et to your Bible correspondence
school to be graded. Send your course to the fol -
lowing address:
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L ESSON 1

ISIT REALLY IMPORTANT TO KNOW IF
MY SALVATION CANBE LOST?

When a person accepts Christ ashis persona Savior, he entersinto
anew life. The Bible statesthat heis spiritualy quickened or given life.
However, the nagging question of spiritual death can become a great
stumbling block in that person'slife. Questionssuch as, “Can | do some-
thing to be separated from God?’ or “How can | besurethat | am saved?’
can become major issues. It isimportant therefore, to understand what
the Bible states about thisissue. If a person's salvation can be lost, we
must be aware of how that can happen. If salvation issecure and cannot
be lost, we can then enjoy our savation and livein freedom to serve God
out of love rather than fear. Understanding the biblical truth regarding
the security of savation provides stability, freedom, and rest. Thiscourse
is designed to present what the Bible teaches about this important sub-
ject.

WHAT IS ETERNAL SECURITY?

One of the most reassuring doctrines of the New Testament isthat
once a person has been saved he can never again be lost. To know that
oneissaved now isassurance; to know that oneis saved forever is secu-
rity. Many have theformer (assurance) but believethe latter (security) is
impossible or presumptuous. Unfortunately, some who cal themsalves
Chrigtians have neither.

Most problems in this regard come from faulty teaching, natural
fears, a misunderstanding of what salvation redly is or smply not be-
lieving the Word of God.

The Word of God isthe primary source of assurance. The basis of
our salvation is Christ’s death and resurrection, but the basis of our as-
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surance is God's saying that it is so (“believe Him who sent me”’). God
cannot lie or change His mind. Titus 1:2 states, “In hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.” There-
fore, if God promises our salvation to be secure it must be so.

God promiseslife, eternd life, everlasting life, life forever. Thisis
not a prolonging of our life but rather the very life of God.

Notice the following promises of God:

& Life - John 10:10b; 11:25; 14:6; 20:31; 2 Timothy 1:10;
1 John 5:12

F Eternal Life - Definition: without end. John 3:15; 5:24; 10:28;
17:2,3; Acts 13:48; Romans 5:21; 6:23; Titus 1:2; 3:7; 1 John
2:25; 1 John 5:11-13; 5:20. If one has eternd life, it is not
possible to have it one day and not have it another day. Eterna
lifeislifethat never ends.

& Everlasting Life - Definition: perpetua, continuing indefi-
nitely. John 3:16; 5:24; 6:40, 47; 1 Timothy 1:16.

& Life Forever - Literdly never-ending life. John 6:51; 6:58

& Never Die - John 11:26

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT VIEWS TAUGHT RE-
GARDING ETERNAL SECURITY?

The new birth which God has promised is a misunderstood fact for
many. There are those who object to the doctrine of eternal security by
saying it is a dangerous doctrine. They say it givesalicenseto sin. The
reasoning isthat if a person cannot lose their salvation then they can do
anything they want and not lose their salvation.
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Some teach that one's salvation is only as sure as his faithfulness.
They state that man must maintain his salvation through perseverance
and faithfulness. Should a person who has accepted Christ as his Savior
not continue steadfastly then he loses his savation.

Others teach that one can lose his salvation through committing
specific sinswhich are particularly bad. For example, if a person com-
mits murder he certainly cannot enter heaven and hasthuslost hissalva
tion. Thesesinsare ocassionaly referred to as unpardonable sinsor sins
unto desath.

Those who teach these views revea the fact that they have never
clearly understood the new birth or regeneration. The fact is that a
born-again person can do anything he wants to do without fear of losing
hissalvation BUT his desires have changed. The things he once loved
will be hated and the things once hated will be loved. This change means
that he no longer desiresto follow after sin.

Regeneration, or the new birth, is the divine side of that change of
heart which, viewed from the human side, is called conversion. At least
eighty-five New Testament passages assert that a Christian isachanged
person by virtue of the fact that he hasreceived the very life of God. The
new birth is not a mere remedy for human failures; it is a creation by
divine regeneration. It is a change God aone, not any person, may ef-
fect. Regeneration includes various expressions related to eternd life,
such as new life, new birth, spiritua resurrection, new crestion, new
mind, made dive, and trandation into the Kingdom.

A number of important Scriptures speak of regeneration.

Born Again - John 3:3-16; 1 Peter 1:23; 1 John 5:1, 4
Quickened - John 5:21; Ephesians 2:1, 5; Colossians 2:13
Regeneration - Titus 3:5

Newness of Life- Romans 6:4

Likeness of His Resurrection - Romans 6:5

Alive - Romans 6:11, 13

NENNANN
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Begot - James 1:18

Created - Ephesians 2:10; 4:24; Colossans 3:10
Spirit is Life - Romans 8:10

Begun a Work - Philippians 1.6

Work of Spirit - 1 Corinthians 6:11

NNNRNN

The one regenerated is “born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:13). Regeneration is
likened unto resurrection, which by its nature is wholly of God (John
5:21; Romans 6:13; Ephesians 2:5). Regeneration is also declared to be
a creative act, the nature of which assumes it to be the act of God.
(Ephesians 2:10; 4:24; 2 Corinthians 5:17). Throughout al the passages
considered, regeneration is aways revealed to be an act of God accom-
plished by His own supernatural power apart from all other agencies.

Regeneration isasupernatura work, in the which each member of
the Godhead has a part. God, the Father is declared to be the source of
regeneration in at least one instance (James 1:17, 18). Christ Himsalf,
the second Person, islinked with regeneration several timesin Scripture.
(John 5:21; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 John 5:12). The Holy Spirit is declared
to be the agent of regeneration (John 3:3-7; Titus 3:5). Asin other great
undertakings of the Godhead, each Person has an important part, in keep-
ing with their own essence. Asinthebirth of Christ, where al persons of
the Godhead were related to the conception of Christ, so inthe new birth
of the Christian the First Person becomes the Father of the believer, the
Second Person imparts His own eternd life (1 John 5:12), and the Holy
Spirit, the Third Person, acts as the administering agent of regeneration.

The work of the Godhead, God the Father, God the Son, God the
Holy Spirit, cannot be undone.

Do not look at the things God does from a human, carnal minded
standpoint. Our ways and thoughts are finite and very limited (Isaiah
55:8, 9). May we simply accept by faith what God has said in His Holy
Word!
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A CHILD OF GOD SINS?

The fact that a person who has been saved is secure and that his
salvation cannot belost does not do away with the negative results of sin.
A child of God who sinswill suffer, however the consequences will not
bethelossof hissalvation. Noticewhat the Bible states about the Chris-
tian who sins.

A Christian who sins may first be punished by God. Carefully
read Hebrews 12:5-11. We note here that chastening is asurety for the
person who is saved and practicing sSin. Hebrews 12:6-7 states, “For
whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth. If ye be without chastisement, whereof al are partakers, then
areye bastards, and not sons’. If aprofessing Christian can practicesin
and not suffer God' s chastening, or means of calling attention to sin in
thelife, then it isa sign that the person has never received Christ. Con-
Sder Galatians 6:7 which gtates, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked:
for whatsoever aman soweth, that shall hea so reap.” The consequences
of sin aways have to be reckoned with. There is a price to be paid --
however that price is not the loss of salvation.

A second consequence of sin practiced in thelife of atrue Christian
may be physical death. Every child of God will die for one of three
reasons. because hiswork isfinished; for the glory of God; or because of
unconfronted sinin hislife. The Bible sates, “ Thereisasin unto death”
(1 John 5:16¢). Isthisaparticular sin that a person might commit or is
it a state of sn? Biblically, we find that it is a state of sin. When a
person who is saved refuses to humble himsdlf in repentance for hissin,
hisheart ishardened. At some point, as he continuesto refusetoyield to
the convicting work of the Holy Spirit, he comesto a point of “sin unto
death”. Thisisaplace where God prefersto take hislife rather than to
let his child continue in his gin.

Two examplesin the Corinthian church serve as lessons. Thefirst
involved a person who was living in an immoral relationship. Instruc-
tions were given to the church about how to deal with this person. “To
deliver such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the

7



Erernal Like

spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians
5:5). This person was to be given over to Satan, in prayer, that his life
might be taken. However he was not to lose his salvation. We note that
his spirit was to be “saved in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

The second exampleisfoundin 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. Thischurch
was not partaking of the Lord’ s supper correctly. Therewere somesickly
and anemic among them. “For this cause many areweek and sickly among
you...” (1 Corinthians 11:30a). Others had died because of taking the
Lord ssupper inanincorrect manner, “...and many deep.” (1 Corinthians
11:30c). If a Christian will examine himsdlf, confess and abandon sin, it
will not be necessary to be chastened by the Lord. “For if we would
judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we
arechastened of theLord THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE CONDEMNED
WITH THE WORLD.” (1 Corinthians 11:31, 32). “Furthermore we
have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of
Spirits, and LIVE? Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be
joyous, but grievous. nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” (Hebrews
12:9, 11).

We conclude then that the doctrine of eternal security astaught by
the Bible is not dangerous neither does it absolve the Chrigtian from his
responsbility of living agodly life. Rather, eterna security providesthe
believer with abasisto livein confidence rather than fear.
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L ESSON 2

SIN-MAN'SCURSE

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
Romans5:12.

In order to properly understand God's salvation and it's security,
we must first understand man’s need for salvation. A proper under-
standing of man’s curse as a result of sin and the miracle of salvation
will help us to understand that it cannot be lost.

WHAT IS SIN?

& Sinistransgression, which is the stepping to one side, or the
overstepping of those boundaries which God has set. 1 John
34

& Sinisiniquity, referring to that which is atogether wrong.
& Siniserror, that which disregards the right or goes astray.
& Sinis coming short or missing the mark.

& Sin iswickedness, the outworking and expressing of an evil
nature, depravity.

& Sinis evil, with reference to that which is actualy wrong,
opposing God.

& Sin is ungodliness, lacking any worthy fear of God.

& Sinis disobedience, an unwillingnessto be led or guided by
truth.
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& Sin is unbdli€f, falure to trust in God.

& Sinislawlessness, which consists in the persistent contempt
and breaking of divine law, despite restraints provided by God,
to the end that self might be gratified regardless of admonition
or conseguencesto be paid.

WHO HAS SINNED?

TheBibleisclear in tating that al have sinned. Numerous verses
reinforce the teaching of Romans 3:23 which states, “For al have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God.” Aswe have seen in the previous
lesson; by a sinful act, disobeying God, Adam acquired a sinful nature,
and that nature has now been passed onto al the human family, asal are
born with that nature. Genesis 6:5; Job 14:4, 15:14; Psalm 51:5;
Ecclesastes 7:20, 29; Isaiah 1:4-6; Mark 7:15, 20-23; Romans 3:9-18,
Gdatians 5:19-21; James 1:13-15; Ephesians 2:3.

WHAT IS THE RESULT OF SIN?

When Adam sinned for the first time, he disobeyed God and ate of
thefruit of thetree of knowledge of good and evil. Adam’ sfatal decision
caused hisimmediate spiritual death and adrastic internal change. Adam
became degenerate and depraved. His decision brought him under the
rule of a falen nature which is a propensity to go against God and to
follow after evil. Adam’s congtitution was fundamentally atered and he
became adifferent being from that which God had created in the garden.

Adam’ ssin not only brought about an interna change, it also brought
him into bondage. Adam was no longer the free man which God had
made him. By hisrebellion, Adam came under the domination of Satan.
He literaly surrendered his life to the evil one. According to Romans
5:12, this same spiritual death has been passed on to every man. Wetoo
were born with afallen nature and under the rule of Satan. What isthe
result of this spirituad death?
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DEATH

Every human being, without Chrig, is spiritually dead. 1t makes
no difference who his parents are, what his social standing is or any
other outward characteristic. Inwardly, spiritualy al who are without
Christ are dead. This meansthat al men need anew life, they must be
born again. The Bible describes this new birth as regeneration. Obvi-
oudy, this is something that only God can do. Man, through religion,
good works, science or any other method is incapable of creating life.
Only God can regenerate a spiritualy dead person and give them life.
Ephesians 2:1; Genesis 2:17; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22; John 10:10.

TheBibleliststhree types of death which each person borninto the
world experiences as aresult of sin.

=) Spiritud death, which is separation of soul and spirit from
God.

=) Physical death began at once its unavoidabl e process of
disintegration and eventual separation of soul and spirit from

the body.

=) The second death, which isthe lake of fire - the eternd
separation of soul and spirit from God.

Only God can bring about life in one who is dead. Good works or
man’s efforts cannot bring about life. Only God who islife can breathe
His eterna life into one who is spiritudly dead.

LOSTNESS

The Bible also states that every person without Christ islost. A
lost item is one that has been midaid or left in an unknown location.
Thisisthe condition of a person who islost. He cannot find himsdlf, he
must seek help from someone who can lead himto safety. Thosewho are
without Christ need to be found and rescued by God. Luke 19:10;
2 Corinthians 4:3.
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Jesus used three parables in Luke 15 to describe the condition of
the lost sinner.  In the parable of the lost sheep, the sheep was lost
because of having gone astray. (Luke 15:1-7; Isaiah 53:6) In the parable
of thelost coin, the coin was|ost becauseit had fallen and wasincapable
of finding itself. The parable of the prodigal son describes one who was
lost due to his own foolishness. The prodigal was not lost because of
ignorance nor because he fell; he chose to leave his father willingly.

Any of these lost conditions can only be remedied by God. Only
He is capable of reaching the one who has gone astray, lifting up the

falen, or restoring one who haswillingly gone away. A man cannot find
himself by good works. Thisisawork of God.

SLAVERY

The Bible states that a third result of sin isthat every human being
isadave and needsto be set free. The sinner, athough he often does not
redizeit, is under the power and control of another. Sin isa master and
the sinner is a dave incapable of freeing himsaf (John 8:34; Romans
6:16-20, 7:14). Redemption is the supernatural act by which God sets a
person free from the power of another. A redeemer isthe one who pays
the price of liberation or setting free. The Bible clearly describes Christ
as the redeemer who fulfills dl requirements to set man free spiritualy.

M  Christ cameto redeem. Luke 4:18; Mark 10:45.

4] Christ paid the price of purchase. Galatians 3:13, 4:4,5; 1
Corinthians 6:20; 1 Peter 1:18, 19

4] Christ livesforever to free each and every sinner that will
come unto Him from the bondage of sin. John 8:32-36;
Ephesians 1.7; Gd. 5:1.

4] Good works cannot redeem or set you free.
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BLINDNESS

The Bible also describes every person without Christ as blind and
in need of illumination. The Bible teachesthe following truths regarding
man's spiritud blindness.

1. Sin has darkened man’s understanding. (Ephesians 4:18)

©®

©®

Satan has blinded the eyes of the natural man. “In
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospd of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them.” (2 Corinthians 4:4)

Men cannot understand spiritud redlities through
their natural senses or minds. Understanding that
which is spiritua requires a supernatural work. 1
Corinthians 2:14

Every person who has not been saved livesin dark-
ness and loves the darkness. John 1:5; 3:19;
Colossans 1:13.

For this reason, the spiritua eyes must be opened.
Acts 26:18

2. Chrigt cameto bring light. John 8:12, 9:5; Luke 2:32. The words
of Chrigt bring light about God, sin, the sinner, salvation, the prob-
lemsof life, and the horrible destiny of the person that rejects Christ.
Psam 119:130.

3. All that place their confidence in Christ are brought to life. 2
Corinthians 4:6; Ephesians 5:8. The Scriptures, when applied by
the Spirit of God, open the eyes of the sinner to his need of Christ
astheremedy for sin.

4. Man's works, intelligence or heritage will not give light.
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REBELLION

Another result of sinisrebelion in the heart of man against God.
Study the following biblical truths regarding man's rebellion againgt his
crestor.

1. Every person is found in a state of rebellion against God. Ro-
mans 5:10; 8:7, 8; Colossans 1:21; Titus 3:3. The truth is hated,
the Word of God is ressted, and God is resisted as the supreme
Lord. Rom 1:20-21; Danid 5:23.

2. Every person needs to be reconciled. Every sinner must recog-
nize and confess his rebellion, beieve the Gospdl, and submit him-
self unconditionally to Jesus Chrigt. In that manner one will come
under the Lordship and control of the Onewhaose blood made peace.
Colossans 1:20; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21.

3. Good works will not change the rebellion of man.

GUILT

Every human being is guilty of breaking God's mord law. The
Bible states that having broken one law, we become guilty of all. “For
whosoever shdl keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, heis
guilty of dl.” (James 2210) Because of man’s guilt he is in need of
justification. Sin is an act againgt a Holy God and His moral code.

1. Every personisasinner by nature. One does not have to become
asinner in order to Sin; instead, one sins because heisasinner, the
sinful natureis the heart and root of wrongful thoughts, words and
acts or deeds. Mark 7:21; Jeremiah 17:9

2. Every personisasinner by choice and practice. This sinful na-
ture manifests itsdlf in thoughts, words, actions and attitudes. All
sin, whether in or against oursalves, or against our fellow man, is
in the first place against God. Psadm 51:4. The enormity of the
crimeisdetermined according to the person against whichit iscom-
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mitted. All snisagainst God. Hosea 7:2; Amos 5:12; Psam 14:2,3;
Romans 1:28-32; Titus 3:3. God hates dl sins that we commit with
the mind (Matthew 5:28), by words (Matthew 12:34-37) and by
acts. (Jeremiah 44:3,4; Prov. 6:16-19).

3. Every person needs justification before God. Justification is to
declare aperson just. Justification isthe act whereby God declares
just, the sinner that places his trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and
receives Him as Lord and Savior. It is much more than pardon or
forgiveness, because God then seesthe believer asif he had never
sinned. Romans 3:24-26, 5:1, 2; Gd. 2:16.

4. Good works cannot make you as though you had never sinned.

DEBT

Every person without Christ owesadebt and isin need of apardon.

1. Every person is bankrupt spiritually and cannot pay their debt to
God. A good life or “turning over anew lesf” is not enough. Good
works, tears, good resolutions, religious acts or devotion is not
enough to pay the debt that all of mankind owes.

2. God has provided the pardon. God can cancel the debt and do
away withit. It isonly done through the person and work of Christ.
He paid the debt we could not pay with His own blood. Isaiah
43:25, 44:22, 55:7; Micah 7:18, 19; Acts 3:19, 13:38; Colossans
2:13.

GOD’'SREMEDY FOR SIN

We have seen that because of sin, every person isfound guilty and
condemned before God. However, God has made a provision for man.
God has supernaturally provided aremedy for each aspect of sin.
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FORGIVENESS

The word forgive expresses the act of God in the putting away,
releasing or pardoning of sin. It isthetaking away of sin and its condem-
nation from the offender, or offenders, by imputing or putting the sin to,
and imposing its righteous judgments upon another. God cannot make
light of sin, so He could not be lenient or waive the pendty of sin. Divine
forgiveness is therefore extended only when the last demand or penalty
againgt the offender has been satisfied. Since no human being could ever
render divine satisfaction for his sins, God, in measureless mercy has
provided all. Divine forgiveness is based on the sacrifice of Christ and
consists in aremova of sin in such away that it is no longer charged
against the sinner, but charged againgt his substitute. Ephesians 1.7

JUSTIFICATION

Judtification is the divine decree which declares the believer to be
eternally clothed with the righ-
teousnessof God. Sin presented
quite a dilemma because God S o
could allow nothing with sin to \]ustlflcatlon is the divine

enter heaven. If God is Holy decree which declares the
and perfect, then He cannot d- believer to be eternally
low sin to enter his presence clothed with the righteousness of
or Hewould no longer be God. God.

Heaven would no longer be a
perfect place if entered. That
leaves every human being with aterrible problem. Bildad asked the ques-
tion in Job 25:4: “How then can man be justified with God?" David
wrote “For in thy sight shall no man living be judtified.” Psalm 143:2.
Abraham was judtified by faith, not works, Romans 4:1-4. David de-
clared the person to be*“blessed” unto whom God imputed righteousness
without works. Romans 4:6; Psalm 32:1-2. Romans 5:15-19.

Tothe sinner, God isready to forgive dl sin and justify fredy with-
out the least or dightest compensation to God. Romans 3:24. God per-
formsthis supernatural miracle not because of who we are but because
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of who Heis. Salvation does not center primarily on man but rather on
Jesus Christ. We are not told in the Scripture to believe on the church,
nor in our good works, nor in bap-
tism or the Lord’s Supper for sal-

I rue salvation is centered  ygtion, We are told to believe in

upon the Person of the  Jesus Christ. True salvation is
Lord Jesus Christ. centered upon the Person of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Because of who Jesus Christ is and because of what He has done
for usin Hisdeath and resurrection, we are commanded to repent of our
sns and to believe in Him as our Lord and Savior. Luke 13:3; 24:46,47;
Acts 26:20; Romans 10:9,10; 1 John 3:23. This is the most important
decision one may make. Without it oneis still under the condemnation of
God (John 3:18, 36); he is rejected by Christ (Matthew 7:21-29; John
8:24); and is eterndly lost. (Revelaion 20:11-15).

“Bdieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” isthe
promise of God. Acts 16:31; 13:38, 39; Gd. 2:16.
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L ESSON 3

A PERSONWHO RECEIVESCHRIST
BECOMESA SON OF GOD

DEFINITION

SONSHIP- THE BEGETTING OF ACHILD
RESULTING INALEGITIMATE
PARENT/CHILD RELATIONSHIP.

Spiritually, sonship is the relationship that a person enters when he
is saved and admitted to the family of God (John 1:12-13, 3:5; Romans
8:16, 17, 29; Gdl. 3:26; 2 Peter 1:4). This unique relaionship is perma:
nent. Onemight say, “Onceason, awaysason”. A man may attempt to
deny the paternity of achild, but DNA testing can confirm true paternity
and sonship.

A son may bring shame and reproach upon hisfamily and the fam-
ily may disown him. However, he cannot cease being ason, though there
be a name change and denial, because of arelationship by blood.

Thesameistrue spiritually. One may bring shame and reproach on
the name of God and on the name of Christ. However, one cannot cease
to be a son or heir of God and joint-heir with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Just asaperson cannot be*“unborn” and ceaseto bethe child of his

parents, spiritually one who has been born again becomes achild of God
by birth. He cannot be “unborn”.

18



Firinal 1ile

THE BELIEVER HAS A STANDING BEFORE GOD

When we obey God by believing on Jesus Christ as Lord and Sav-
ior, then the Scripture describes our condition by such words as* saved,”
“adopted,” “ begotten,” “redeemed,” “forgiven,” and “justified.” Ephesians
2:8, 1.5; 1 Peter 1:3, 18; Colossans. 2:13; Romans 5:1. Such words
signify a standing or a position before God. They indicate a spiritual
position which has been obtained for the believer by Jesus Christ through
His death and resurrection. The believer is seen as having received the
benefits of thework of Jesus Christ. The value of Christ’ swork hasbeen
imputed to him and he istherefore “saved,” “adopted.” “begotten,” etc.,
and brought into the relationship of salvation. Romans 5:1-11; 8:31-39;
Ephesians 1:3-14; Colossans 2:10-15; 1 Peter 1:1-5; 1 John 5:9-13.

Understanding the believer’ s position in Christ is extremely impor-
tant to understanding the biblical truth of eterna security. Many times,
the believer’s position is simply
stated in the Bible by the term “in
Christ”. Simply stated, God places B eing in Christ

the believer “into Christ” at the implies that the
moment of salvation. Being in believer becomes
Christ implies that the believer be- the beneficiary of al that
comes the beneficiary of dl that is is Chrigt’s.

Chrigt’s. Noticetheteaching of the
following verses.

“Even when wewere dead in sins, hath quickened ustogether with
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together,
and made us St together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
Ephesians 2:5-6

Notice aso that the Apostle Paul uses thistitle in his greetings.
“ Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Chrigt, to dl the saints

in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and dea-
cons” Philippians 1:1
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“Sdute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which arewith me
greet you.” Philippians 4:21

“To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Chris.” Colossans 1:2

We notice in the Bible that we are not only “in Christ” but that
being in Christ dso makes us complete. Carefully read the words of
Colossans 2:10.

“And ye are complete in him, which is the head of al principdity
and power.” Colossians 2:10.

In the Greek, in which the New Testament was written, this word
means “possess fully” and the grammatical construction indicated afin-
ished product.

To explain what he meant in caling the Christian “complete” the
Apostle Paul in the following verses indicated that the believer in Jesus
Christ “fully possessed” at least five things.

CLEANSING

Thebeliever in Christ hasreceived aspiritua cleansing. Colossians
2:11. This means that the moral uncleanness which characterizes every
non-believer (Isaiah 64:6), has been washed away. The believer even
though he may feel unclean, has been cleansed. 1 Corinthians 6:11.

QUICKENING

The believer has been “quickened” by God. Colossans 2:13a The
word “quickened” means “to make alive.” This teaches the great truth
that God has given His own eterna life to al who believe on His Son.
John 3:16, 36; 1 John 5:11,12. Though once dead to God (Ephesians
2:1), the new believer now possesses eternd life (John 10:28) and has
experienced the new birth (John 3:3, 5).
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FORGIVENESS

Thethird possession of the believer isforgiveness. Colossans 2:13b.
The Bible, by use of the word “al” emphasizes the completeness of this
forgiveness. This pertainsto theindividua’ s guilt, (Romans 3:23) withiits
resultant condemnation (John 3:18) and desth (Romans 5:12, 6:23). The
believer isfully forgiven; heisno longer guilty, no longer under the sen-
tence of condemnation and death (John 5:24; Romans 8:1).

JUSTIFICATION

The believer has aso been justified. Colossians 2:14. As man's
representative, Jesus Christ satisfied the demands of God's law. This
work has been imputed to the believer. On this basis, the believer is
looked upon by God as judtified -- as though he had perfectly obeyed
God and wastherefore perfectly righteous. Romans5:1, 19; 8:1-4; 10:3/4.

FREEDOM

The fina possession, which Paul indicates as belonging to every
Chrigtian, is that of freedom from Satan. Colossians 2:15. Christ be-
came human that He might free usfrom the enemy. Hebrews 2:14, 15; 1
John 3:8. The value and power of Hiswork has beenimputed to us. The
believer has been set free (Ephesians 1:19-2:6; Colossians 2:13). He no
longer belongs to Satan -- he belongs to God and irrevocably so. Irrevo-
cably meansit cannot be recalled, reversed, or annulled.

The remarkable fact is
that the believer possessesall
of these spiritual benefits Y eae Compl ete
completely. Heisnot half for- in Christ.
given, or haf judtified. This
iswhat Paul meant by “com-

plete.” The believer “fully
possesses’ all these benefits.

Colossans 2:10
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L ESSON 4

SANCTIFICATION AND ETERNAL SECURITY

A great difference existsin the Biblewhen spesking of thebeliever's
position in Christ in contrast to the believer’s practica sanctification.
That isto say, thereisadifference between who | am and how | may act.
We might illustrate it in this way - a person may be made aking in aday
but it takesalifetimeto learn to act likeone. In Christ, we are made holy
and caled saints immediately at the moment we are born again. How-
ever, the process of learning to live according to our new nature may not
be ingtant. We must learn to put off the old and learn to live as “new
creatures’ in Christ. Thefact that we must learnto livein aholy manner
does not change our standing in Chrigt.

( \ 4 N\
SALVATION SANCTIFICATION
AN IMMEDIATE A PROGRESSIVE
POSTION IN PRACTICE IN OUR
CHRIST DAILY LIFE
\ J \ Y,

On the one hand the Bible teaches the permanence of the believer's
possession of salvation into which he has been fully brought. On the
other hand it exhorts him to develop his“walk” and his“witness.” The
ingtruction in al of thisis to the effect that the believer has a twofold
relationship with God. There is the relaionship of savation, in which he
is complete, and there is the relationship of sanctification, in which the
believer will dways be incomplete. In sdvation he is born again, in
sanctification he matures in his new life. However, maturing does not
give him life, life comes from birth.
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The Bible exhortsthe believer to “ seek, “mortify,” “ put off,” and to
“put on.” Ephesians 4.24; Colossans 3.1, 5, 8.

There are many commandments which specify that the believer is
to “grow” (1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18) and to “work out your own salva
tion.” Philippians2:12. The phrase “work out your own savation” does
not teach that salvation comes by works. Rather, it is emphasizing the
need of progressive sanctification. That is, that the believer’ ssalvationis
to be shown by the life that those around us see.

Itisabsolutely essential that the believer understand the difference
between salvation and sanctification. If the differenceisnot understood
and clearly distinguished, it will not be possible to understand the Bible
or live the Chrigtian life successfully.

THE IMPORTANCE OF DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN
SALVATION AND SANCTIFICATION.

This distinction is necessary in order to understand the plan of
salvation.

The Bible is unwavering in its denid that savation is based on
good works. It emphasizesin agreat variety of ways that one does not
achieve salvation by human endeavors of any type. (Matthew 7:21-23;
Luke 18:9-14; Gd. 2:16; 3:11; Ephesans 2:8, 9. Sadvation is the gift of
God (Romans 6:23) and is received by faith (John 3:36; Ephesians 2:8,
9; 1 John 5:9-13). Anytime that works are tied to gaining or preserving
salvation it becomes a salvation of works.

It is aso necessary to make this distinction in order to live the
Chrigtian life successfully. Salvation may be likened to the foundation
upon which the Christian life is built as a superstructure. To believe that
the foundation is defective, that it must continually be shored up, and
that it isin constant danger of disappearing atogether can be very dis-
couraging.
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The Bible is emphaticaly clear on this point. God has promised to
give eternd life to al who believe, John 1:12; 3:36. This life, or sAva
tion, with al the benefits described earlier, is the present possession of
al bdievers. John 10:28; 1 John 5:9-13.

Fedlings are absolutely no standard whatsoever. Our feelings can
be very deceptive and areirrelevant. The only standard iswhat God has
said in Hisword. 1 John 5:13.

WHAT ABOUT MY FEELINGS?

Many earnest Christians confuse the witness of the Holy Spirit and
their feelings. They believe, when they lose their “feelings’ of assur-
ance, that they havelost the witness of the Holy Spirit. The only conclu-
sion they can draw isthat they are not true believers. It isvery important
for usto recognize that the witness of the Holy Spirit is not some kind of
feding.

The “witness’ is the Holy Spirit’s ingtruction to us that God has
authoritetively spoken in His Word. John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-15; Ro-
mans 8:15, 16; Gd. 4:6; 1 John 5:9-13. The minisiry of the Holy Spirit
is not that of making the believer “fed” that he isa Christian or to give
any ecstatic “feeling.” The Holy Spirit has been sent to bear witness of
Jesus Christ and the Scripture and on that basisto lead the believer into
the assurance of salvation. Therefore, the Holy Spirit “witnesses” within
the believer that the Scripture istrue.

To doubt God's Word and work because of persona fedlingsis a
very dishonoring thing to do. God is truth. He is the sovereign Lord. He
isworthy of al trust and confidence. He has given usHis Word. We must
accept His Word, believe what He has said about us and our salvation.
When we do so, we are cooperating with the Holy Spirit.
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L ESSON 5

THE DIVINE ASPECT OF SALVATION

Introduction: Understanding the biblical doctrine of eterna secu-
rity also requires a proper understanding of God. Inlight of the fact that
savation centers around God rather than man, we must look at God's
part in man’s savation. Understanding what the Bible teaches in this
regard will confirm the eterna security of the believer.

THE ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER - CON-
DITIONS WHICH DEPEND ON GOD THE SON

The doctrine of security is based upon twelve undertakings of God
for the believer, four of which are related to God the Father, four to God
the Son, and four to God the Holy Spirit.

“Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh inter cession for us.” Romans8:34

In this lesson we will study the four undertakings of Christ in be-
half of the believer set forth in this verse.

THE SUBSTITUTIONARY DEATH OF CHRIST.

The term vicar refers to a
deputy or agent who actsin the place ot . N
of another. The word vicarious Itis Christ that c.l|ed.
meansthat onetakesthe place of an- Romans 8:34b.
other, serving or acting as a substi-
tute.

All human beings, in their fallen state, stand as offenders against
their Creator and His divine law. Consequently al owe an obligation
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which can never be paid persondly in time or eternity. Unless a vicar
should intervene,
there could be no

hope for any DEFINITION

member of this

fallen race. How- SUBSTITUTION: ONE TAKING
ever, nosin-laden THE PLACE OF ANOTHER,;
human could be RELATEDTOVICARIOUS
vicar for afellow SUFFERING.

being. The vicar

must besinlessas
well as prepared to bear those immeasurable judgments which divine
holiness must impose upon sin.

There aretwo attributes of God which are at onceinvolved when a
person sins. These arejustice and mercy. Justice imposes, and continues
to imposg, the full judgment which sin brings. Justice could never be
softened or diminished in the interests of mercy. Because of His Holy
character, God cannot ook upon sin with any degree of tolerance or
dlowance. Thetruth is and remains, “the soul that sinneth, it shal die.”
(Ezekiel 18:20) To contend that God could overlook asingle Sin because
of mercy would make God responsiblefor the greatest mistake known in
the history of the universe. Y ou see, thiswould mean that the sacrificial,
subgtitutionary, vicarious death of Christ was unnecessary. When Christ
died at the hand of His Father as an offering and substitute for sin, it
meant that there was no other way by which sinners could be saved. The
Bible teaches, without deviation, that Christ by His death, met the de-
mands of justice on behalf of the sinner (in the sinners place and stead),
and those who will come unto God by Him are saved without the dight-
est infringement upon divine holiness.

Because of the value of Hisdeath being applied by faith on the part

of a believer, no condemnation can ever be returned upon that one. 1
John 2:2
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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

The second Person of the Trin-
ity wasalways present '.n‘hﬂBCh.”St “Yea rather, that is
from the moment of His conception . .
in the virgin's womb to His exdta FISen again.
tion in glory; but His humanity pre- Romans 8:34c.
sented ever-changing aspects. Asa
child He “grew, and waxed strong in spirit” (Luke 2:40). He Who was
“from everlasting to everlasting” (Ps 90:2) came to be “thirty years of
age’ (Luke 3:23); and that body which was mortal, being subject to
degth, becameimmortal and He who was dead isnow alive forevermore.
He who aone has immortality (1 Tim 6:16) is now the firg-fruits of
resurrection, the only present representation in the presence of the Father
of al thehost of blood-bought redeemed oneswho will soon bewith Him
and belike Him. Every power of Satan and man had combined to retain
Christ’s body in the tomb. The greatest earthly power had set its sedl
upon the tomb, but none could loose the “pains of death” (Acts 2:24)
other than God. In Ephesians 1:20 it isrevea ed that the resurrection was
due to the exercise of the Father’ s mighty power which “Hewrought in
Christ, when He raised Him from the Dead” . This same mighty power,
the Scriptures assure, is not only engaged to raise the believer from the
dead, but is engaged in guarding and keeping the believer’s position in
Christ and accomplishing al that God has decreed for the believer.

Every believer can now experiencethelife of Christin the present
because of the resurrection. His resurrection secured for all believersa
spiritual resurrection that cannot be overturned or rescinded. The resur-
rection of Christ also became the guarantee of the believer’ s bodily res-
urrection as well. Colossians 2:12; Ephesians 2:5,6; John 3:16; 10:28.
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THE APPEARING OF CHRIST AS ADVOCATE

Thechild of God isoften guilty
of sin which would separate him

from God were it not for his advo- “ Whoisat theright hand
cate and what He accomplished in of God.”
His death. When a christian sins he Romans 8:34d.

loses fellowship with God, as well
ashisjoy, his peace, and his power.
These experiences are restored in infinite grace on the grounds that he
confess hissin (1 John 1:9); but the Christian’ssin in relation to the holy
character of God must not be overlooked. Through the present priestly
advocacy of Christ in heaven there is absolute safety and security. An
advocate is one who represents or pleads the cause of another in court.
As advocate, therefore, Christ is now appearing in heaven for His own
(Hebrews 9:24) when they sin. It is written, “My little children, these
things write | unto you, that ye sin not, and if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” (1 John 2:1). His
pleading is with the Father as well as defending the believer before Sa-
tan. Satan never ceasesto accuse the brethren night and day before God
(Reveation 12:10). To the Christian, the Sn may seem insignificant; but
aholy God can never trest it lightly. It may be a secret sin on earth, but
it is open scanda in heaven. The Psalmist wrote: “Thou hast set our
iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance.”
(Ps90:8). Inmarvelous grace, and without solicitation on our part, the
Advocate pleadsthe cause of the guilty child of God. What the Advocate
does in thus securing the safety of the believer is so in accordance with
infinite justice that He is mentioned in this connection as “Jesus Christ
the righteous.” He pleads His own effective, efficient, sufficient blood
and the Father isfreeto preserve His child against every accusation from
Satan or men and from the very judgments which sin would otherwise
impose, since Christ through His death became “the propitiation for our
(believers) sins’ (1 John 2:2).

The appearing of Christ as Advocate in the court of heaven on
behalf of the sinning Christian guarantees the security of the believer. In
the very place where insecurity might find entrance, the Lord Himself
appears before the Father and presents the fact of His own sufficient
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sacrifice for that sin. The Lord Jesus Christ preserves the one that sins
on the indisputable basis of the sufficiency of Hiswork on the cross.

THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST

Thisministry of prayer onthe
part of Christ began before He left " .
theearth (John 17:26), iscariedon /W0 also makethinter ces-
for the saved rather thantheunsaved SN for us.
(John 17:9), and will be continued Romans 8:34e
inheaven aslong asHisown arein
the world (John 17:20).

As intercessor, His work has to do with the weakness, the
hel plessness, and theimmeaturity of the saintswho areontheearth. Christ
intercedes for the believer in those areas over which he has no control.

The Lord Jesus Christ is

e N presently interceding for
the believer. Satan, al of

| pray for them: | pray not for his demons, and every
theworld, but for themwhich man may condemn the

thou hast given mefor they are believer, but God the
thine. Holy Father, keep Father will not give place
throughthineownnamethose | (O those accusations
whomthou hast given me, that (Romans8:34). Hewho
they may be one, as we are. knows the limitations of
While | was with them in the | Hischildrenaswall asthe

world, | kept them in Thy Fggﬁ;ﬁﬁgg%ﬁgg
name: those that thou gavest to contend, has become
me | have kept, none of them unto them the Shepherd
is lost, but the son of perdi- and Bishop of their soul.

tion; that the Scripture might His care of Peter is
be fulfilled. (John 17:9, 11b, somewhat an illustration
12). of thistruth (Luke 22:31,
32). The priestly
\ _/intercession of Chrigt is
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not only effectual, but isunending. The priestsof old failed partly because
of death; but Christ, because he ever lives, hasan unchanging priesthood:
“wherefore Heis able also to save them to the uttermost (hence without
limit and without end) that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth
to make intercession for them.” (Hebrews 7:25). David recognized the
samedivine shepherding care and its guarantee of eternal safety when he
said, “TheLord ismy Shepherd; | shal not want” (Psalm 23). Oneof the
four reasons in Romans 8:34 for the believers safekeeping isthat Christ
now “maketh intercession for us.” The effectiveness of the intercession
of Christ in the preservation of each believer is declared to be absolute,
complete, perfect and total.

Asquoted above, “Heis able also to save to the uttermost,” that is
to save and keep saved forever those who come unto God by Him and
this on the ground of His ministry of intercession.

MEDITATE ON THESE VERSES:

“When he giveth quietness, who then can maketrouble? and
when he hideth hisface, who then can behold him? whether
it be done againgt a nation, or againgt a man only.” Job
34:29

“Wherefore heis able a so to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter-
cession for them.” Hebrews7:25

30



Firinal 1ile

L ESSON 6

THE ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER
- CONDITIONSWHICH DEPEND ON GOD THE
FATHER

“ For God so loved theworld, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” John 3:16.

THE SOVEREIGN PURPOSE OF GOD.

“1n hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
beforetheworld began.” Titus1:2.

“ According to the promise of lifewhich isin Christ Jesus, who
hath saved us, and called uswith an holy calling, not according to our
work, but according to Hisown purpose and grace, which wasgiven us
in Christ Jesus beforetheworld began.” 2 Timothy 1:1b, 9

The three Persons of the Godhead in their foreknowledge, under-
stood al that was to happen to man through sin. It appears that they
agreed to provide a plan of redemption and agreed as to the part each
would have in this undertaking. In the above versesit is said that God
gave us grace in Christ even before the world began. The promise of
eternal life took place as aresult of a purpose fixed in times past (eter-
nity). God chose to extend this eterna life on the basis of “whosoever
believeth.” “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” (Romans10:13). “And whosoever will, let him take the water of
life fredly” (Reveation 22:17d).
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THE FATHER’S INFINITE POWER

“ He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but
was strong in thefaith giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded
that, what He had promised, He was able also to perform.” Romans
4:20, 21

The divine ability to bring a universe into existence out of nothing
by valition or will is the supreme manifestation of power. Such power
belongsto God aone. Heisableto do whatever Hewills, but He may not
will to do the full measure of His omnipotence. Hiswill is directed in the
way of holy and worthy ends. He cannot contradict Himself. The power
of God istruly aimighty and measureless. It is staggering and awesome
to consider a power from which all other power comes, and to which all
power is subordinate (whether recognized or not); which nothing can
oppose; which can conquer and annihilate al other powers; yet a power
which operatesin the most perfect manner. Y es, the omnipotence of our
God isinconceivable, unfathomable and boundless. The power of God is
inexhaustible.

How dare we, His creatures, doubt this Almighty God. May the
reglization of our audacity to question such a One grip our very being.
Heisworthy of al trust and confidence. We must take Him at Hisword.
Note the way theword “able” findsits way into versesrelated to assur-
ance and security.

“My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man
is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” John 10:29

“Who art thou that judgest another man’ s servant?to hisown master
he standeth or falleth, yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make
him stand.” Romans 14:4

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all

that we ask or think, according to the power that workethinus.” Ephesans
3:20.
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“For | know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that Heis
able to keep that which | have committed unto Him against that day.” 2
Timothy 1:12.

“Wherefore He is able aso to save them to the uttermost, that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for
them.” Hebrews 7:25

“Now unto Him that is able to keep you from faling, and to present

you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.” Jude
24.

MEDITATE ON THESE VERSES:

“Declare hisglory among the heathen, hiswonders among dl
people. For the LORD isgreat, and greatly to be praised: heis
to be feared above al gods. For al the gods of the nations are
idols: but the LORD made the heavens. Honour and majesty
are before him: strength and beauty arein his sanctuary. Give
unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the
LORD glory and strength. Give unto the LORD the glory
due unto hisname.” Psam 96:3-8a

“The LORD ismy light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
the LORD isthe strength of my life; of whom shal | be afraid?’
Psdm 27:1

Savationisof the Lord! We sinful human beings cannot and do not
have to maintain it. HE ISABLE!
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THE INFINITE LOVE OF GOD.

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent Hisonly begotten Son into theworld, that we might livethrough
Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:9, 10

The Scriptures present at |east three comprehensive descriptions of
God, namédly;

(1) Spirit - “God is a Spirit” (John 4:24)
(2 Light -*“ God islight” (1 John 1.5)
(3) Love- “Godislove’ (1 John 4:8)

By the word comprehensive it is meant that the terms Spirit, light,
and love refer not merely to peculiar virtue, but that God is Himsdlf
precisaly what these terms denote. God has not attained unto love, nor
does He by an effort maintain love; it isthe structure of Hisbeing. Heis
the unfailing source of al love. Without the attribute of love, God would
not be what He is. Love is the primary motive of God and in love man
and dl creation was formed.

Thelove of God had its perfect manifestation in the death of Christ
(1 John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 1 John 3:16).

God's love is divine (John 15:9); God's love is unchangeable, un-
conditiona (John 13:1, loved despite failures, weakness, denials); God's
love knows no limits (John 15:13); God's love is not fickle, shadlow, or
temporary. (Romans 8:35, 38, 39).

We cannot judge the love of God or compare the things God does
by our finite, limited reasoning.

“ Hethat spared not Hisown Son, but delivered Himup for usall,
how shall He not with Himalso freely give us all things.” Romans8:32.
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MEDITATEON THISVERSE:

“Behold, for peace | had great bitterness: but thou hast in

love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for
thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.” Isaiah 38:17.

The security of our salvation doesnot depend onahumanlove. Itis
sure and safe because of aninfinitelove. God’ slove does not change. He
does not give and then take awvay.

INFLUENCE OF THE SON’S PRAYER ON THE FATHER

“ And now | amno morein theworld, but those arein theworld,
and | cometo thee. Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those
whom Thou hast given me, that they be one, asweare.” (John17:11)

God the Father hears and always answers the prayers of His Son.

“Father, | thank thee that Thou hast heard me. And | knew that
Thou hearest mealways; but not because of the people which stand by
| saidit, that they may believethat Thou hast sent me.” John11:41c, 42.

God adways honors His Son by hearing and answering Him. Would
you belittle the importance of the prayers of Christ by believing that one
can be saved and then lost again? Are the prayers of Christ of no value
and no avall?
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L ESSON 7

RESPONSIBILITIESBELONGING TO GOD
THEHOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit of God undertakes so much that the believer in
Christ shdl be safe forever. The Holy Spirit is the Divine Executor of
much that the Godhead undertakes; however, asin the case of the Father
and Son, there are distinct achievements wrought by the Third Person of
the Godhead Trinity.

THE HOLY SPIRIT REGENERATES.

An earthly parent imparts an imutable nature to his child by human
procreation. The Holy Spirit, a the moment of faith in Christ, impartsa
natureto the believer whichisalsoimmutable. Thisisknown asthe new
birth or regeneration.

The Lord Jesus Christ spoke of the new birth with a man nhamed
Nicodemus. Nicodemuswas a Pharisee, asect of the Jews, whose char-
acter was beyond reproach. Jesussaid to him, “Y e must be born again.”
John 3:7, Thiswasdifficult for Nicodemus to understand and he asked,
“How can aman be born when heisold,” John 3:4a. “Jesus answered
verily, veily, | say unto thee, Ex-
cept aman be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the L
Kingsgom of God. That which is hat_ \.Nh'Ch |_s_born of the
born of the flesh is flesh; and that Spifit 1s spinit
which isborn of the Spirit is spirit,”
John 3:5,6. Regeneration by the
Holy Spirit brings about a new life
in man - the very life of God.

John 3:6

The primary redlity of a chrigtian, in answer to saving bdief in
Jesus Chrigt, is that the believer is regenerated and thus is introduced
into anew estate, a new existence, a new relationship, which is defined
as anew creation. This redlity is secured, not by merit, but by divine
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grace.

In 2 Corinthians 5:17 weread, “ Thereforeif any man bein Chrig,
he is anew creature: old things are passed away; behold, al things are
become new.” The Apostle Paul also declaresthat “we are hiswork-
manship, created in Christ Jesus’ (Ephesians 2:10). This passage re-
veals the truth that, as aresult of the divine workmanship, the Christian
is no less than a divine creation - a form of being which did not exist
before. That new being is said to partake of the “divine nature”; that is,
God' s nature. Thisimplies that the spiritual nature of the chrigtianis as
enduring as God, who is eternd. Similarly, the same Apostle writes:
“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature.” Gal. 6:15

In theinstance of human generation, abeing originateswho did not
exist before and who will go on forever. In the same way, in spiritua
regeneration abeing originates which was not identified as such before
and this being will go on forever.

An earthly father might disinherit and utterly abandon his son, but
he cannot stop the son from resembling himself, and the reason is very
obvious. It may be safely asserted that regeneration, as presented in the
Scriptures, isan enduring actuality and the one who questionsthe eternal
continuation of the Child of God, questions the process (and its result)
by which he becomes a child of God.

When God is declared to be the Father of al who believe (Romans
4:11), reference is not made to a moral resemblance which a good life
might suggest. Rather, it is a reference to legitimate Fatherhood and
legitimate sonship grounded on an actua regeneration by the Holy Spirit.
John 1:13; 1 Peter 1:23

THE HOLY SPIRIT INDWELLS.

“And | will pray the Father, and he shal give you another Com-
forter, that he may abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom
theworld cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
But ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shal bein you.” John
14:16,17
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Before hisdeath, Christ spoke these words of assurance and com-
fort to His disciples. The Spirit was not yet given when Christ spoke,
nor could He be given until Christ was glorified (John 16:7). Notice
specifically the promise, “That He may abide with you forever,” (John
14:16b). Whenthe Holy Spirit of God takes up residence in the believer,
His presence is never removed. He lives, abides or indwells there for-
ever.

“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,
saying, If any man thirt, let him come unto me, and drink. He that
believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shal flow
rivers of living waters. (But this spoke He of the Spirit, which they
believe on Him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given,
because that Jesus was not yet glorified).” John 7:37-39

Christ promised that after His death and assent al who believe on
Him would receive the Holy Spirit when they believed. It should be
clear, the Spirit is received on precisely the same condition and at the
same moment as salvation isreceived. Two separate operations of faith
are not implied; the sole human instrumentdity in savation is believing.
The complete savation which is received and secured by faith includes
the coming of the Spirit to indwell the one who is saved. The human
condition for indwelling is believing and only believing.

Therefore, may we understand, the Holy Spirit is given to al who
believe and when they believe.

“Then remembered | the word of the Lord, how that he said, John
indeed baptized with water; but ye shal be baptized with the Holy Ghost.
Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as He did us, who be-
lieved on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was|, that | could withstand God?’
Acts 11:16-17

This passage records Peter’ s account of the first preaching of the
Gogpdl to the Gentiles and their believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter
saysthat the Gentiles, in the same manner of the Jews at Pentecost, re-
ceived the Holy Spirit when they believed on Christ. The indwelling
presence of the Spirit is God' s gift to those who believe.
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“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit
of God dwdll inyou. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Chrigt, heis
none of His” Rom 8:9

Thisdeclarationisdogmatic and final. If any man have not, (which
means as an indwelling presence), the Spirit of Christ - distinctly atitle
of the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit comes from Christ and is sent into the
world (John 16:7) - heisnone of His. Please remember that a Christian
is characterized by the fact that he has received the divine nature. No
such being could exist in a Christian who does not possessthe divinelife
which is essentid to his newly created self. That new life is declared
many times in the New Testament as the Holy Spirit.

“What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which isin you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
For ye are bought with aprice: therefore glorify God in your body, and
in your spirit, which are God's” 1 Corinthians 6:19,20

This passage answers compl etely those who contend that the Spirit
isgiven only to afavored group, and especially does it answer the clam
that He is given only to those who are yielded and faithful in their lives.
The Corinthian believers were not very separated from the world and
had alot of problems. Thisletter saysthey were carna (3:1-4), fornica-
tors (5:1), disregarded their right relation to God and each other (6:1-8),
yet they were being entreated to turn from their unholy ways on the ground
of the fact that their bodies were temples of the Holy Spirit. The direct
reason for caling for aholy lifeisthat believers are aready temples of
the Holy Spirit. Thereforeit isnot aquestion of securing the Spirit by a
holy life, but rather of a holy life being expected from one who has re-
ceived the Spirit.

“This only would | learn of you, Recelved ye the Spirit by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” Gal. 3:2

The assurance given in thistext is that the Galatians had received
the Spirit in answer to saving faith. Thusit istaught again that the Spirit
becomes the indwelling presencein every individua who is saved and at
the moment heis saved.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT SEALS.

There are three references to the sealing of the Holy Spirit in the
New Testament.

“Now Hewhich stablisheth uswith you in Christ, and hath anointed
us, is God; who hath also sedled us, and given the earnest of the Spiritin
our hearts” 2 Corinthians 1:21,22

“Inwhom ye aso trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the
Gospd of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sedled with that Holy Spirit of promise” Ephesians 1:13,14

“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption.” Ephesians 4:30

The believer in Christ is secure because he has been sealed by the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit indwelling as an anointing is Himself the Sedl.
His presence in the Christian indicates a finished transaction, divine
ownership, and eterna security.

Anearnestisapartia payment whichisgiven in advance and which
guarantees the final payment, complete and full. The divine blessing
which the presence and power of the indwelling Spirit secures, being an
earnest, guarantees the full and final realization of God's measureless
provisions for the believer in glory throughout eternity. Not only does
the gift of the Spirit, at the moment of Savation, assure the fulfillment of
every promise which God has made, but it indicates the character of that
which isyet to come. His abiding presence assures the Christian since
He Himsalf must indwell to be the Earnest which Heis.

Ephesians 4:30 declares that the believer is sedled unto the day of
redemption. Thereferenceto the day of redemption is speaking of time
when the body is changed into the likeness of the resurrected body of
Christ (Romans 8:23). The sedled one is complete forever - even con-
formed to the image of Christ in glory.
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The Spirit isthe seal and the Sedler isGod. Therefore, becausethe
believer is divinely sealed, no one nor anything can bresk the seal. Re-
member that a seal indicates ownership, and once we are sealed with the
Spirit we become the Lord’ sforever. The sedling is eternal (Ephesians
4:30).

It is important to redlize that the saving and the sealing synchro-
nize. The moment abelieving sinner receives Chrigt as Savior, the Holy
Spirit enters as the evidence of afinished transaction.

Blessings innumerable are ours in and through the Spirit of God.
May we not, however be taken up with blessings to the exclusion of the
Blesser Himsdlf. A subtle scheme of Satanisto have usoccupied witha
gift rather than with the giver.
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L ESSON 8

PASSAGESCOMMONLY USED TO
DISPROVE ETERNAL SECURITY

One of the greatest mistakeswhich leadsto doctrina error in Bible
study is the failure to observe the seven biblica dispensations of time.
Dispensations are periods of time in which God deals with man in a
particular manner. In each dispensation, God remains the same yet his
administration differs. These dispensations are:

Innocence Ended at thefall in Eden

Concience Ended with the flood of Noah

Human Government Ended with the confusion of
tongues at Babel

Promise Ended with the giving of the Law
a Sina

Law Ended with the death of Christ

Grace Endswith the second coming of
Christ

Kingdom Ends with the Great White throne
judgement

Each dispensation is different and the student of the Bible must be
careful to maintain that differenceinmind. A faluretodo soisfailureto
rightly divide the Word of Truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) This is most cer-
tainly the root of dl doctrina evil.
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SCRIPTURES DISPENSATIONALLY MISAPPLIED.

Matthew 24:13“ But he that shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.”

Matthew chapter 24 verses 1-31 isknown asthe Olivet Discourse
addressed to Jews. While on the Mount of Olives, the disciples asked
Christ about the signs of His coming and the end of theworld or ages. In
verse 4 to 14, Christ gave a description of the character of the time.
Verse 8 mentionsthe “beginning of sorrows.” Thisrefersto aseven year
period, after Christians have been raptured (taken out of theworld), known
asthe tribulation period. Christians living now will not be present at this
time. Some who have never heard the Gospel in this age of grace will
hear it after al believers have been removed and will believe. The perse-
cution that they will have to endure is amost beyond words. Thiswill be
thetimewhen dl on the earth will have to accept the mark of thebeast in
order to be ableto buy and sell. Only those that can persevere or endure,
asthe passage says, will be saved.

Over againgt this, remember the Christian is now saved when he
believes (John 3:36; 5:24). Had this address been addressed to Chris-
tians, rather than Jews, it would read, Hethat is saved will endureto the
end (John 3:16; 10:28).

Matthew 18:23-35. This extended passage setsforth alaw of for-
giveness, namely, that the one who isforgiven should himsdlf forgive. It
must be remembered that Jews were being addressed. “ Thereforeisthe
kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take ac-
count of his servants’ (verse 23), is the key to proper interpretation of
this passage. “Kingdom of heaven”
is dways earthly, while the term = —r——————————
“Kingdom of God” is a spiritual
kingdom. “Kingdom of heaven” is
spesking of the millennid, earthly
Messianic reign of Christ on earth.
“The kingdom of God” is entered
by anew birth (John 3:1-16). Bdieverswill bein the*kingdom of heaven”
and will rule and reign with Christ. Revelation 1:5; 20:6. They will be

The Kingdom of God is a
spiritua kingdom.
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kings and priests. Isragl was offered the opportunity of this position, but
rejected it (Exodus 19:5-6). The Gospel of Matthew was written to the
Jaws, and Christ was presented as aking and His kingdom was offered.
“The Kingdom of heaven” as announced and offered in the early part of
Matthew’ s gospel was accompanied by demandsfor personal righteous-
nessin life and conduct. Thisisnot the principle of grace; it israther the
principle of law. Kingdom teaching extends into finer detail than the law
of Moses and never ceases to be the very opposite of the principle of
grace. Law conditionsits blessings on human works, grace conditionsits
workson divineblessings. Law says*If yeforgive, your heavenly Father
will aso forgive you,” and in that measure only. (Matthew 6:14-15).
Grace says, “Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath
forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:32). So, again, law says “Except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari-
sees, ye shal in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew
5:20). Thisis not a present condition for savation. Present conditions
are wholly based on mercy: “Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.” (Titus 3:5).

Thelitera, visble kingdom of Christ was the hope of the nation of
Isradl. |srael’ skingdom wasfaithfully offered to them by their King (Jesus
Christ) at Hisfirst appearing. However, the Scriptures are very clear --
Hewasrejected. The kingdom was rejected and manifested by the mur-
der of John the Baptist and the crucifixion of the King.

To make what is distinctly said of the King in reation to the king-
dom of heaven (Matthew 18:23) to apply to believers presently isacon-
fusion of the truth. To make the mere act of forgivenessto be equivalent
to eterna salvation is a gross error. There is no contradiction in Scrip-
ture. We finite, puny men, limited in our intelligence, understanding and
reasoning, are the ones with a problem -- not the Word of God.

A MERE REFORMATION OR OUTWARD PROFESS ON.

Luke 11:24-26, “When the unclean spirit is gone out of aman, he
walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, |
will return unto my house whence | came out. And when he cometh, he
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findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven
other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there:
and the last state of that man is worse than the first.”

The Lord herewas presenting truth related to demonology whichis
not related hereto salvation. A person with ademon may be prayed over
for release from ademon and truly experience that release. However, the
expulsion of a demon is not salvation. The next step certainly must be
salvation -- if that person isto continueto experience freedom. However,
if they do not receive Chrigt, then they have no defense. The demon will
return but greater in power and number.

Theremova of ademon is not the equivaent of salvation. When a
person placestheir faith in Christ and recelves Him as Lord and Saviour,
the divine nature is imparted. This never occurred in this situation.

1 Corinthians 15:1, 2 “Moreover, brethren, | declared unto you the
gospel which | preached unto you, which aso ye have received, and
wherein ye stand; by which aso ye are saved, if you keep in memory
what | preached unto you, unless you have believed in vain.”

The Apostle Paul is not implying that some of the Corinthian be-
lievers were lost for want of faith after believing; rather it is that their
faith had never been sufficient for salvation. A Christian should not fear
the examination of their faith (2 Corinthians 13:5). Make sure of what
you did when you professed trust in Christ. A profession aone is not
sdvation. Salvation is relying completely (trusting, confiding, totally
convinced) on Christ and nothing else whatsoever. It is al of Christ or
nothing.

Hebrews 3:6, 14, “But Christ asason over His own house, whose
house arewe, if we hold fast the confidence and the rgjoicing of the hope
firm unto the end.” * For we are made partakers of Chrigt, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end.”

In both of these verses there is but one thought that stands out --
namely, that the genuine endures and that which failsis false because it
was never true. Mere profession can be very deceiving. Many will be
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greatly shocked when the Lord appears and they find that they were
never truly saved. (Matthew 7:21-23) One can be very religious but
very lost. One can be ever so sincere and till be sincerely wrong. One
can trust his good works, give lip adherence to Christ and the Gospdl,
and still die and go to hell. “They went out from us, but they were not of
us, for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with
us, they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not
of us’ (1 John 2:19). The “going out” indicates that those who go out
“are not of us,” and they go out that this, so very important fact may be
made “manifest.” Those whose faith has never been real will not con-
tinue but will turn aside. “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His” (2 Timothy
2:19).

Hebrews 6:4-9 “For it isimpaossible for those who were once en-
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers
of the Holy Ghogt, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers
of the world to come, if they shdl fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselvesthe Son of God afresh, and
put Him to an open shame. For the earth which drinketh in the rain that
cometh off upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whomiitis
dressed, receiveth blessing from God. But that which beareth thornsand
briarsis rgected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.
But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that
accompany salvation, though we thus speak.”

This passage refersto the case of professed Jewish believerswho
stop short of faith in Christ after moving to the very point of faith in
Chrigt. It never says here that they had faith.

It has been assumed that the five itemswhich appear in verse4 and
5 are a description of a saved person and therefore it is possible for a
Chrigtian to “fall away.” Without a doubt, these five things are true of a
child of God. However, thereis even more than what is mentioned here.
It ispossiblefor oneto be born in aChristian home and be exposed to the
Bible and church - “enlightened,” but never truly trusting Christ astheir
only and al-sufficient Saviour. As compared to those “unenlightened,”
the believer is “light in the Lord,” and is a child of the light (Ephesians
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5:8). Compared to “tasting the heavenly gift,” the Christian hasreceived
eternd life and to him righteousness has been imputed. As compared to
being made a partaker of the Holy Spirit as an unsaved person does
when enlightenment with respect to sin, righteousness, and judgment (John
16:8-11), the believer is born of the spirit, indwelt, and sedled by the
Holy Spirit. As compared to those who merely taste the powers of the
world to come, the believer experiences that transforming power, which
was in Chrigt, raising Him from the dead. The illustration which follows
is clear (vs. 7 and 8). Sunshine and shower on soil which brings forth
herbs is nigh unto blessing, while sunshine and shower on soil which
brings forth briers and thorns is nigh unto cursing. In like manner, the
salvation appeal to the Jews, as addressed in this passage, could bring
forth blessing or cursing. It depended on their decision.

The controversy over this passage should be cleared up by noting
theterm “beloved” (aterm used only of true believers-- not pretenders).
Apparently the preceding five things do not refer to the saved. It should
be pointed out that the impossibility of repentance is not due to a with-
drawa on the part of God of the offer of salvation, but is due to the
unsaved person’ srejection of the oneand only way that isopento him. If
a any time he accepts the way set before him, he will be saved; for
“whosoever will may come.”

Hebrews 10:26-29, “For if we sin willfully after that we have re-
ceived the knowledge of thetruth, there remaineth no more sacrificefor
sns. But a certain fearful 1ooking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses' law died
without mercy under two or three witnesses: of how much sorer punish-
ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, where-
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the
Spirit of Grace?’

The letter of Paul to the Hebrews (to Jews first of al) had two
purposes. The first was to confirm Jewish Chrigtians by showing that
Judaism had come to an end through the fulfillment of Christ of the
wholelaw. The second purpose of thisletter wasto reveal adanger tothe
professing Jewish believers. These were tottering and about to lapse
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back into Judaism (with the law and sacrifices still practiced), or had
stopped short of the true faith in Jesus Christ. They faced a very real
danger after having been exposed to truth in Christ.

Many Jews had become convinced that the Lord Jesus Christ was
the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, yet the mgority were not
willing to leave Judaism and al its practices. This passage does not say
that they had received Christ, but had received knowledge of the truth.
They still believed they had to keep the law.

Verse 29, isavery solemn warning to those who feel that the work
of Christ on the cross and His blood is not sufficient alone to save. This
isvery offensgveto God. It isan insult to the Son of God. Thisisto wak
on the Son of God and to treat His precious blood as an unholy thing.

The Apostle Paul’ s heart was broken and burdened for his own
people. About this time he adso wrote Romans 10:1-4: “Brethren, my
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Isradl is, that they might be saved.
For | bear them record that they have azeal of God, but not according to
knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted them-
selves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ isthe end of the law for
righteousnessto every onethat believeth”.

Christ is sufficient! No more sacrifices of animals or works are
necessary for salvation. “There
remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins’ (Hebrews 10:26b). The

person who till holds on to the i i
belief that some religious act or hl’lst- 'S
ritual must be added to faith in sufficient!

requirement for salvation has
never submitted “unto the righ-
teousness of God.” The Catho-
lic mass, the repeated breaking of the body of Christ and the repeated
shedding of Hisblood, is acondemnation by the very act of dl involved,
that they do not believe that “ Christ is the end of the law for righteous-
ness to every one that believeth.” There are many other ideas about
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doing things to maintain one's salvation.
PASSAGESRELATED TO THE FALSE TEACHERS OF
THE LAST DAYS

“Last days’ refersto thetime near the end of the Christian era, the
age of grace. Thisisthe time immediately preceding the removal (rap-
ture) of beievers from the earth and the introduction of the tribulation
into the world. These “last days’ are characterized by false teachers.
Thesefalseteachersare never said to be saved, and because of theinflu-
ence of their wickedness on so many people, they bring swift destruction
upon themselves.

1 Timothy 4:1, 2. “Now the spirit speaketh expresdy, that in the
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils; spesking lies in hypocrisy; having their
conscience seared with ahot iron.”

Hereit isrevealed that men of leadership in many churcheswill, in
the latter times, turn from that system of doctrine which is termed “the
faith,” and substitute in its place doctrines of demons. These are not
believerswho become unregenerate apostates. Theseimportant persons,
having had some understanding of the “thefaith” (Jude 3), rgject it to the
extent that they turn fromit and embraceinits place different and strange
doctrines. Verse 2 is a pitiful, tragic but clear indictment of the actual
condition of these people. The notion that some once saved are lost
again, receives no support from this scripture.

2 Peter 2:20-22. “For if after they have escaped the pollution of
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Chrig,
they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse
with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, than after they have known it, to turn
from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened
unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own
vomit again, and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.”

This passage is an identification of false preachers. They are said
in 2 Peter 2:1-19 to be those who bring in heresies, they discount past
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divine judgments, they despise angels and authorities, and they have
turned aside from right things. These, having escaped the pollution of
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
not through the acceptance of Christ as Saviour, are indebted to Christ
for much truth. The truth that has been reveaed to them, they forsake
and pervert. Many, many people have been bornin good Christian homes
and have lived in nations founded on Biblica principles where the ethics
of Chrigtianity have raised the morals of living. They may have had the
privilege of an education in Christian ingtitutions but yet never acknowl-
edged their debt by the personal acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as
Saviour. How many have turned to the pollution of the nations that know
not God, and how much worse is their state, than if they had never
known the way of righteousness? Light and knowledge incresse re-

sponghility.

These peopl€’ s nature was unchanged. They have never been born
again, or received anew nature, and become anew creationin Christ. It
isnot that they were saved and then lost their salvation. They never were
truly saved.

Matthew 7:20-23. “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the Kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which isin heaven. Many will say to mein that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name: and in thy name have cast out dev-
ils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will | pro-
fessunto them, | never knew you: depart from me, yethat work iniquity.”

Herein this passage are people who, from all visible appearances,
were “serving God.” However, the Lord says “I never knew you.” To
them, perhaps even ordained ministers, was committed “the way of righ-
teousness’ and the “holy commandment”; yet they had never trusted
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. They did not lose their salvation, be-
cause they never had anything to lose. Jude 3-19.
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LESSON 9

A TRUE SALVATION ISPROVED
BY ITSFRUITS.

Fruitisthe normal expression of agenuine regeneration - areason-
able test of that regeneration. On the other hand, it must be recognized
that it is also possible for a Christian to be out of fellowship with Christ.
In such a state there will be no fruit borne. Both lines of truth -- that
salvationisto betested by itsfruits, and that abeliever may befor atime
out of fellowship with his Lord -- are sustained in many passages of the
New Testament.

John 15:6 “If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and
they are burned.” (1 Corinthians 3:13)

The real question at issue in this passage is whether Christ, by His
use of thefigure of the vine and the branches and His call for an abiding
life, is referring to the Christian’s union or the Christian’s communion
with Himself.

The context (verses related either preceding or following) reveds
that Christ isdealing with the Christian’ s communion with Himself, which
communion depends on human faithfulness.

Please note verse 2, “ Every branch in me that beareth not fruit He
taketh away.”

It isdistinctly abranch in Him, which isin union with Him, that is
not bearing fruit. Union with Christ does not depend on fruit bearing.
God does remove from this life Christians who are consistently unfaith-
ful (1 Corinthians 11:30; 1 John 5:16¢). However, in verse 6, it is essen-
tid to note the phrase “ men gather them and cast them into thefire.” We
must say that if a believer does not abide in Christ, he will come under
the condemning judgment of people. The believer’ stestimony to and be-
fore the world becomes as a branch “cast forth” and “withered.” The
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judgment of the world upon the believer with an inconsistent walk and
testimony isdescribed in very severeterms. Y ou may have the thought
here, “How isit that men can burn each other?’ The language is highly
figurative, for men do not in any literal sense burn each other, but they do
abhor and repel an inconsistent profession. This passage and its context
witnesses to the truth that communion, which depends on the believer,
may fail but it does not declare that union, which depends on Chrigt, has
ever faled or ever will fail.

Union with Christ is aresult of the regeneration of the Holy Spirit,
by which divine operation believersarejoined to the Lord. (1 Corinthians
6:17; 12:13; Gal. 3:27). That eternad union with Christ does not, and
could not, depend upon human effort or merit is a fundamental truth
throughout the Scriptures.

James 2:17-18, 24, 26. “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead,
being aone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and | have works:
shew methy faith without thy works, and | will shew thee my faith by my
works... ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by
faith only... For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
worksisdead aso.”

Theentire context must be considered which is James 2:14-26. Also,
there are two sides of a coin to be considered. We must consider God' s
view point of judtification and man’'s viewpoint of justification before
this passage can be correctly interpreted.

The Apostle Paul declares the truth in Romans 5:1, that the re-
quirement on the human side for justification before God isfaith; but the
Apostle James declaresthat the requirement on the human sidefor justi-
fication before men is good works. Men cannot know hearts; they only
judge what they can see. Thisworld judges and rejects the profession of
a Christian which does not meet itsideals in respect to what a Christian
should be.

The Scriptures do siressthat thereaction of theworld toaChristian’s
testimony is of vital importance. In fact, the believer is commanded to
“walk in wisdom toward them that are without” (outside the family of
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God - Colossans 4:5). Many unbelievers have been made to “ stumble,”
when they were considering Christ, because of theinconsistent life of a
“Christian.”

This passage we have considered by James lends no support to
the clams that believers are insecure.

BELIEVERS MAY LOOSE THEIR REWARDS.

Thereisvery definitely adoctrine of rewards. However, it must be
clear that savation is not a reward. “Now to him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness.” (Romans4:4-5). Rewards are given to the saved -- not to
the unsaved. Rewards are not for salvation but because of the faithful-
ness of those already saved. “For God is not unrighteous to forget your
work and labour of love.” (Hebrews 6:10a). The works of the believer
will be judged at the judgment seat of Christ in heaven -- and only the
saved will appear there. The subject will bethat of eterna rewards-- not
whether aperson is saved or not.

2 Peter 1:10, 11. “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make you calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall
never fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

The exhortation first of al is to make our caling certain, or to
make sure that we have been converted to God. It is the same kind of
reasoning which we employ in tracing out the cause by an effect. God
has el ected to salvation those who choseto believe on Christ. The opera
tion of divine grace at the moment of faith in Christ isthe regeneration of
the soul. Thisisa proof of our caling and eection. The Christian cannot
“fall from salvation” because of His position in Christ. His safety de-
pends on God -- not himsdlf.

An abundant entrance (note phrase -- abundantly into the everlast-
ing kingdom - v. 11) is more than a mere entrance. It is speaking of
reward for faithfulness added to entrance into that kingdom.
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To make sure (asinv. 10) isto ascertain, to render athing certain
in the mind. The regenerated person will experience sorrow and burden
over snin hislife- something of which the unregenerate isnot conscious
(1 John 3:4-10; Ps 32:3-5). It istherefore designed of God, even though
the believer a the moment may be out of fellowship with God because
of unconfessed sin, so that the believer will have clear evidencethat heis
saved.

Without the assurance of salvation, the believer cannot effectively
serve God. When there is doubt or uncertainty, there isfear. Fear para-
lyzes and chokes service. Satan manipul ates thingsin such away to keep
believers from truly serving God. If a person mistakenly believes that
works are necessary for savation, or to maintain savation, his motive
will not be correct in service to God. Such a person will glorify himself
and not God. Thus service is done in the flesh, or carnaly and has no
reward from God! Service for God must be done in the power of God.
This is only possible through a person saved and indwelt by the Holy
Spirit of God.

“But | keep my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any
means, when | have preached to others, | myself should be acastaway.”
1 Corinthians 9:27

Thisverseisdealing with servicefor Christ -- not about the danger
of losing sdvation. In verse 18, Paul asks the question, “What is my
reward then?’

Do not forget that a believer has a standing before God (Eph 1:6)
and is accepted and justified (Romans 5:1). As for his service, or that
which man doesfor God (whichis possible only after salvation), he must
yet appear before the judgment seat of Christ. There, the believer’ sser-
vice will be tried - that which has been done in the flesh will be burned
and that which was done in the power of God and for His glory will be
rewarded. (2 Corinthians 5:9, 10; 1 Corinthians 3:15).

Paul was not concerned about being a “ castaway” in relationship
to salvation. He knew his own flesh and weaknesses. He recognized that
he could commit sin that could make him ineligible for service to Chrigt.
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CHRISTIANSMAY FALL FROM GRACE.

Gaatians 5:4 “ Chrigt is become of no effect unto you, whosoever
of you are judtified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.”

By popular usage the idea of falling from grace, though mentioned
but once in the Bible, has been made to include al who are supposedly
lost after having been saved. Christians may fall from grace, but it is not
accomplished by sinning. The Apostle Paul wrote the epistle to the
Galatians who had alowed false doctrine to creep into their churches.
Through the teaching of some, that salvation was partly through faith
and partly by good works, some peoplewere confused. Otherswereteach-
ing that salvation was through faith but to maintain salvation or stay
saved, it had to be done by good works.

Paul setsforth several arguments. He asksthe question in Galatians
3:2, “Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith?’” The Holy Spirit comesto indwell the believer at the moment of
faith in Christ (Ephesians 1:13).

Then in Gaatians 3:3, he asks another question, “Are ye so fool-
ish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?’
It should be clear then, that Paul declares two important truths, namely;
(2) that the law system or worksisnot ameansto salvation, and (2) that
the law system does not provide the rule of life for those who are saved
by the grace of God.

The law by its very nature demands that the one to whom it is
addressed, establish personal merit before God. Therefore, it cannot have
any application to the one who, being in Chrigt, has the perfect merit of
the Son of God. Theliberty to which the Apostle refersand for which he
exhortsthe Christian to stand fast (Gal. 5:1) isthe very freedom from an
unbearable yoke of merit obligation. To turn from the blessing of grace
provison of al that is in Chrigt to the assumption that merit must be
secured by human works, is to fal from grace. Christ becomes of no
effect, to the extent that His perfect merit which grace providesisigno-
rantly abandoned for that which is a bondage to an intolerable merit
system, but there is no intimation that his salvation is sacrificed. Instead
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he loses his joy and peace and the power for true service to Christ.

“1 do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by
the law, then Chrigt isdead in vain.” Galatians 2:21

“O foolish Gdatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not
obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set
forth, crucified among you? Thisonly would | learn of you, Received ye
the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so
foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by theflesh?
Haveye suffered so many thingsin vain?if it beyet in vain. Hetherefore
that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth
heit by the

MEDITATEON THISVERSE:

“Knowing that aman is not justified by the works of the
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in

Jesus Chrigt, that we might be justified by the faith of Chrigt,
and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law
shdl no flesh be judtified.” Gdatians 2:16

works of thelaw, or by the hearing of faith?” Gaatians 3:1-5

“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse:
for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man is
justified by the law in the Sight of God, it isevident: for, Thejust shal live
by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall
live in them. Chrigt hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us. for it iswritten, Cursed is every one that hangeth
on atree That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles

56



Firinal 1ile

through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.” Galatians 3:10-14

“Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them
which by nature are no gods. But now, after that ye have known God, or
rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly
elements, whereunto ye desire again to bein bondage? Y e observe days,
and months, and times, and years.” Galatians 4:8-10

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us
free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, | Paul
say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.
For | testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he isadebtor to
do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of
you are judtified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” Galatians 5:1-4

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature.” Gaatians 6:15
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LESSON 10

CONCLUSION
THE PROMISES OF GOD MUST BE CONSIDERED
AND BELIEVED.

The person that will not accept the Word of God isin essence say-
ing that God isaliar. “He that believeth not God hath made Him aliar,
because He believeth not the record that God gave of His Son.” (1 John
5:10b). “The record” refers to the Word of God. Can you accept the
promises of God?

“And | give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish,
neither shal any man pluck them out of My Hand. My Father, which
gavethem me, isgreater than al; and no manisableto pluck them out of
my Father’s hand.” (John 10:28, 29). The believer, according to verse
28, isin the hand of God the Son. Chrigt is the second person of the
Trinity and is all powerful. There is no force more powerful, not even
Satan or one’'s own self. “They shal never perish” is the actual, literal
promise of the Lord Jesus Christ. He also promises “neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand.” The believer isnot only in the hand of
God the Son, but is in the hand of God the Father. Look at John 10:29
again carefully. “My Father... is greater than al, and no man is able to
pluck them out of my Father’'s hand.” A person cannot even remove
himsalf from the hand of God the Father.

There may come a time of specid trid or even depression in a
believer’slife, where for atime he may doubt or question his own belief.
“If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himsalf” (2
Timothy 2:13).
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MEDITATEON THISVERSE:

“God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of

man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shdl he not do it?
or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?’ Numbers
23:19

A person cannot keep himself. The one that thinks he can does not
understand or know himsealf. Man's flesh is weaker and more deceptive
than any human being can redlize. God knew and understood al about
man when he designed salvation. There is no way one can “hold out,”
“hold on” or “be faithful to the end.” However, salvation is of God and
reverently spesking, God has taken it as His responsibility to keep the
person who has placed his faith and trust in His Son. “Now unto Him
that is able to keep you from falling and to present you faultless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.” (Jude 24).

“Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a
good work inyou will performit until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians
1:6). God does not do things halfway. God awaysfinisheswhat He sarts.
Sdvation is a “good work” that God will fulfill and complete. Other
verses to be studied are Jude 1, 1 Peter 1:5; John 6:39; 1 Thessalonians
5:23; Hebrews 10:10, 14; 2 Timothy 4:18; Psdm 37:28; John 6:37; He-
brews 12:2.
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