SERVANT
OF GOD




Dear Student,

It isajoy to offer you this course of the Word of God. Your
textbook isthe Gospel according to Saint John. It relatesthelife
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We hope the course will pleaseyou and
be ahelp to your life.

The course has a section of examsin the middle of this book.
In page 2 of the exams you will find detailed instructions for
study of this course.



Lesson One

DOING THE WILL OF GOD

1. Read chapter 1 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and do exam number one.

Mark tellsusthe history of thelife of the Lord Jesus Christ, Servant of God.
Jesus pleased God the Father in everything.

In verses 1-11 we see John at the river Jordan, baptizing those who cameto
him.

Oneday Christ, who had never sinned, camefor baptism. When Christ was
baptized, God spoke from Heaven, saying He was very pleased with His Son.
Afterward, Satan tried to make Christ sin (verses 12,13), but we see here, and
in other parts of the Bible, that He never sinned.

Then Jesus found four men and called them to follow Him and be servants
of God (verses 14-20). They left all and followed Him. They wanted to learn
the truth and serve Christ.

In the city of Capernaum, Jesus went into the synagogue and healed a man
who had an unclean spirit. Afterward, He entered into a house and found a
sick woman, the mother-in-law of Simon Peter. Hetook her by the hand, lifted
her up, and immediately the fever left her (verses 21-31). Later, the people
camelooking for help. He healed many of them. God loves people, and Jesus,
His Servant, loves them also.

A man sick with leprosy cameto Christ. Leprosy isahorrible sickness. A
leper cannot heal himself. The person who has disobeyed the laws of God is
like aleper. Heisasinner and needsto be saved from the results of hissin.

Thisleper cameto Christ. Hesaid, “If thou wilt, thou canst makemeclean”.
So we seethat Christ loves and has power to heal. God also lovesus, sinners
that we are, and Christ can pardon us and save us from the results of our sin.



Lesson Two

SOME HATE THE SERVANT

1. Read chapter two and three of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and do exam number two.

In chapter two, the great Servant of God heal s another sick person. How-
ever, we see that what the man needed most was forgiveness. That iswhy we
read inverse5: “ Thy sinsbeforgiventhee.” The Jewsknew that only God can
forgive sin, but they ignored the fact that Jesus, as Son of God, has power to
forgive sin. For thisreason they did not think well of Christ (verse 7).

The Lord responded to His critics by healing the sick man and sending him
home, carrying his bed. Some were amazed and some were even more dis-
gusted. They critized Christ for eating with sinners (verse 16) and for not
obligating hisdisciplesto fast (verse 18).

On a Sabbath, the day of rest, Jesus and his disciples went through a corn
field. They were hungry and the disciples began to pick ears of corn to eat.
The Phariees, the Jewish religious |eaders, believed that it was sin to work on
Saturday, but the Lord said that He was Lord of the Sabbath (verse 28). Itis
good to rest one day aweek, but sinsare not forgiven by keeping thelaw. God
lovesusand will pardon us, but only if we believethat Christ died for our sins.

In chapter three there is another sick man, he could not use his hand. The
Jews watched Jesus closely to see if He could heal on the day of rest. He
asked, “Isit lawful to do good on the Sabbath day?’ They would not answer.
Christ looked on them with anger and grief, because they would not believe.
Nevertheless, many people followed Christ to hear Him, and many believed
on Him.

Today there are many who speak against Christ, but He is the Perfect Ser-
vant of God who always does the will of His Father. Those who love God
must come to Him through Christ. There is no other way. There never has
been any other way; there never will be any other way.

In verses 31 to 35 we see the mother and brothers of Christ coming to call
Him. Christ said that al who do the will of God are His brothers and His
mother. We need Christ to bring usinto the family of God.



Lesson Three

TEACHING THE PEOPLE

1. Read chapter 4 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and do exam number three.

We have seen that Christ, the Servant of God, healed the sick. But men
need more than a healthy body; they need to know God and also know what
God wants from men. For this reason, in this chapter, the Lord teaches us
much.

Many peoplewere around the lake when Jesus taught the story of the sower
(verses1-9). Later, He explained it to His disciples.

Some of the seed fell in the path, and the birds ateit up. Thishappenswhen
people hear the Gospel without understanding it. Satan snatches away the
Word. Satan hates God and people. He does not want the Word of God to get
into the human heart.

Some of the seed fell on very rocky ground where there was not much soil.
It grew quickly, but when the sun came up it was scorched. There are people
who hear the Gospel with gladness, but when atrial comesthey return to their
oldlife.

Some of the seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew and choked out the
good seed so that it could not bear fruit. This happens when people hear the
Gospel, but the cares of this life and worldly things push it out of the heart.
Thelove of other thingswill not let the Gospel grow.

Some of the seed fell on good ground and produced much fruit. When you
hear the Word of God, ask God to fill your heart and let you understand it. In
thisway it will produce results.

Jesus and the disciples entered a ship to go to the other side of the lake
(verses 35-40). A strong wind came up and the waves began to fill the ship.
Christ was not afraid. He had peace because He knew God wasin control, but
the discipleswerefearful and awoke Him. He, asthe Son of God, rebuked the
wind and there was agreat calm.

Inthe problemsof life, Christ isthe only onewho can giveuslife. Why not
turn to Christ now? He loves you and will forgive your sins and give you
peace.



Lesson Four

A MAN, A WOMAN,
AND A DAUGHTER

1. Read chapter 5 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and do exam number four.

In chapter five we see how Christ helped aman, awoman and agirl. The
man had an unclean spirit (verses 1-20) and lived in the cemetery. Hewas so
strong that he could not be bound, even with chains. He cried and shouted day
and night and cut himself with stones. Hewas completely controlled by Satan,
thewicked one. Satan desiresto keep us separated from God. Satanis stron-
ger than men. No person can free usfrom the slavery of sin or of Satan. Only
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, can save us.

The Lord ordered the unclean spirit out of the man. Immediately the man,
dressed and in hisright mind, fellowshipped with Jesus (verse 15). Only Christ
can give true peace and salvation. The Lord sent him to his friends saying,
“Tell them how great thingsthe Lord has done for thee, and hath had compas-
sion on thee” (verse 19).

L ater, asthe L ord went on His way, many people followed Him (verse 24).
Therewasawoman in the crowd who had suffered twelve yearswith anincur-
able disease. She touched the clothes of Jesus, and He knew that power had
gone out of Him. He called the woman and said, “ Thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace” (verse 34). The Lord can solve your problems and give
you peace also.

One of the rulers of the synagogue had a sick daughter. He pleaded with
Christ to heal her (verse 23). While they were on the way to his house, the
news was given to him that his daughter was dead (verse 35). The Lord told
him, “Be not afraid, only believe” (verse 36). When Jesus arrived He raised
her from the dead. The peoplewere astonished. He commanded them to give
her something to eat and not to tell anyone.

Hethat isdead needslife. Right now, you may havelifethat isnecessary to
beon earth, but thelifethat isnecessary to bein Heavenisreceived only at the
moment of faithin Christ. It cannot be bought or earned. God givesit freely
to those who receive Christ as Saviour.

In this chapter Jesus freed aman from the power of Satan, healed awoman,
andraised agirl. Heisamarvelous Savior! He can giveyou peaceif you will
repent and believe this very day.



Lesson Five

THE LOVE OF GOD

1. Read chapter 6 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and do exam number five.

In chapter two we saw how Jewish |leaders hated the Perfect Servent of
God. Inthischapter, Christ returnsto hisown countryside and Hisown people
do not believe in Him (verses 1-6). It is difficult to serve God among those
who know us, but thisiswhat God wants usto do.

When those of Nazareth would not believe in Christ, the Lord sent His
disciples to nearby villages to preach (verses 7-13). God loves people even
though they do not want to believe in Christ; for this reason He sends His
servantsto preach the Gospel.

King Herod ordered the head of John the Baptist to be cut off. John had
preached that Herod wasliving in sin with thewife of hisbrother, Philip. This
woman had Herod to kill John, the cousin and friend of Jesus. The Lord was
saddened by the death of John. Today, many still suffer in order to be faithful
to Christ and the Truth. God will reward them when Christ comes again.

The Lord and the disciples tried to get away from the people to pray and
rest, but many followed them. Christ spoketo them of thelove of God. When
it was late in the day, the people still had not eaten and were hungry. They
were in the desert, and there was no place to buy food.

The disciples said, “Send them away,” but Christ had more to teach them.
They had fiveloaves of bread and two fish. The Lord took thissmall portion,
prayed and gaveit to the disciplesto giveto the people. The creating power of
God was manifested, and there was enough for every person. Therewere even
twelve baskets|eft over!

God, in Hislove, givesussun, rain, and food for our bodies. He also gives
us something moreimportant - Hisword. It isfood for our souls. The Gospel
of Mark is one of 66 books in the Bible. Are you grateful for what He has
givenus?

Asthe disciples were crossing the lake on their way back to Bethsaida, the
Lord came to them, walking on the water. The discipleswere frightened, but
the Lord said, “Be not afraid.”

Christ does not want us to be afraid either. He died for our sins and now
livesto hear our prayers. Why not ask Him for salvation?



Lesson Six

THAT WHICH OUR
FATHERS BELIEVED

1. Read chapter 7 and chapter 8 up through verse 26 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and do exam number six.

The Lord fed 5,000 people, healed the sick, and taught the Word of God.
Why did the Jewish leaders hate Him? They said that they were servants of
God, but would not accept Histeachings. They preferred theteaching of their
ancestors. The Lord teaches usto honor our fathers (verse 10), but it ismore
important to obey God.

In chapter seven the Jews criticize Christ because His disciples do not wash
their hands. It is good to be clean, but the Pharisees went to extremes and
justified it by the Law of God. God does not save us by keeping the Law. We
can be saved only because Christ died for our sinsonthecross. TheLord also
said food does not contaminate aperson - it isthat which comesfrom the heart
- words and bad actions (verses 14-23).

TheLord then madealong journey to heal the daughter of aforeigner (verses
24-30). She was not a Jew and compared herself to the dogs that eat the
crumbsthat fall from the children’stable. Christ gave her what she asked for
- again showing His love for all people. Afterward He healed a man who
could not hear or speak (verses31-37). The peoplewereright to exclaim, “He
hath done al things well.”

In chapter eight again Christ feeds 4,000 people with a little food. This
time seven basketswereleft over (verses 1-9). Eventhough He did these good
works, the Pharisees again looked for ways to tempt or try Him. They asked
for asign, but many had already been given! No sign or miracle can convince
aperson when he does not want to believe. The Lord counseled Hisdisciples
not to be like the Pharisees. The Pharisees kept the traditions of men instead
of looking for waysto please God. Only in the Bible can we find the will of
God.

God sent many prophets. Some wrote their messages and these messages
areintheBible. Some booksarewritten by men to givethe truth while others
contradict the Bible. We can be sure that the Bible teaches truth. The Bible
containsthe history of Christ and tellsusthat if we repent and believein Christ
we have eternd life.



Lesson Seven

THE SON OF GOD

1. Read from verse 27 of chapter 8 to the end of chapter 9 of the Gospel of
Mark.
2. Read thislesson and then do exam number seven.

Jesus was the Perfect Servant of God, but we have seen that some did not
believe in Him. Some thought that He was an evil man while others consid-
ered Him a great prophet.

Peter and the disciplesbelieved in Him. They knew that He wasthe Christ
and the Savior of theworld (verse 29), but they did not understand that He had
to die to save us (read 8:31-38 and 9:31). God had declared that all men are
sinners and that sinners have to pay the price of death. Jesuswas not asinner
and Hedied for us. We can be saved by believingin Him. The Lord also said
that he would rise again or be resurrected (8:31 and 9:31). Today Heisalive
and can save al who believe on Him.

In chapter 9:1-13 the L ord went up amountai n with Peter, James, and John.
There His appearance changed before them and His clothes became shining
and white. Thedisciplessaw Mosesand Elijah talking with Jesus. They heard
thevoice of God say, “ Thisismy beloved Son: hear Him.” Beforethe founda-
tion of the world, Christ the Son of God, was with the Father in Heaven.

God created Heaven, the earth and all people. Hecando all things. Hewas
ableto cometo earth asaman. Heloved mankind and for thisreason cameto
the world and was made like them. Thisis what happened when the virgin
Mary gave birth to Jesus. His name was Jesus and He was the Son of God.
Whenitissaid that Jesusisthe Son of God, we should remember that Hewas
with the Father before the creation of theworld. He and the Father are one.

Being man it was possiblefor Jesusto give Hislife and suffer death. Being
perfect and without sin, Hewould diein our place. Beingthe Son of God, His
life had infinite value, and being both God and man, He could take our place
and satisfy aHoly God. Sothat istheway He gaveHislife onthe crossfor all
of us (10:45).

In the last part of chapter nine we see the Son of God healing the sick and
teaching many things. Inreading these verses, and remembering these things,
why not ask yourself - Isthe Son of God really your personal Savior?



Lesson Eight

A MAN WHO WAS RICH AND
ANOTHER WHO WAS POOR

1. Read chapter 10 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and then do exam number eight.

In theworld we can find both rich and poor people. Some teachersbecome
rich teaching lies. When the Son of God was in Heaven, He had everything.
But Heleft all thisto cometo earth to be our Savior. Heworked asacarpenter.
He was always poor, but taught the truth.

In chapter ten we discover His teaching about marriage (verses 1-12) and
about children (verses 13-16). Read those verses carefully.

A rich man came asking what he had to do to inherit eternal life. TheLord
said that he had to keep the commandments (verse 19). Thisman believed that
he had always obeyed God, but really his money kept him from believing in
God. Jesus loved him and told him the truth, but he went away sad. Jesus
commented to His disciplesthat it was difficult for arich person to enter into
salvation. Trulyitisimpossiblefor arich personto save himself. But with God
nothing isimpossible. Christ can save!

Christ left all to be able to save us and wants us to be ready to leave al to
follow Him. Inverse 28 Peter said the discipleshad left all but Jamesand John
wanted a place of privilege or position when Christ camein glory (verses 35-
37). TheLord did not promise them such athing or place.

Near Jericho ablind beggar was begging by theroad. The peoplewould not
let him get close to Jesus (verse 48), but Jesus stopped and gave him his sight.

Today many people try to keep others from coming to Christ. However,
Chrigt till callsto repentance and callsusto follow Him. 1f youwill goto Him,
Hewill helpyou. Christ did not give money to the beggar, but He gave some-
thing worth much more. Toyou Hewill giveforgivenessof sinand eternd life.

To give us life, He gave Hislife. He died for our sins. As asinner, you
cannot pay God what you owe, but Christ paid the debt for us. With the debt
paid, wearefree. Christ hasdoneall - everything - and only asksyou to repent,
believe, accept - be grateful for what He offersyou.
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Lesson Nine

JESUS PRESENTS HIMSELF AS KING

1. Read chapters 11 and 12 through verse 17 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and then do exam number nine.

Before Jesus came into the world, the prophets of God announced that a
great kingwould come. They said the king would come peacefully, riding ona
donkey or young colt.

The Lord was not only the Servant of God who fulfilled al thewill of God,
but God chose Him to be King over al the earth. In this chapter He comesto
Jerusalem and presents, or offers, Himself as King to the Jews. The poor
received Him gladly (verses 9 and 10), but He knew there had not been a
change in their hearts toward sin. He had many discussions with the Jews,
especially their leaders. Thefigtreementioned inverses12to 14 illustrated the
condition of the Jewish people. They had no fruit for God and He put them
asidefor atime.

In Jerusalem the Lord went into the temple and threw out those who were
doing business there (verses 20-25). The religious leaders confronted Christ
asto where He received the authority to do such things, but He did not feel it
was necessary to answer their question.

A story about a man who planted an orchard of grapesistold in chapter
twelve. The orchard was|eft to the care of workerswhile this man took atrip.
When he returned he sent a servant to receive the harvest, but the workers
beat the servant and gave him nothing. Another servant was sent and was
wounded by the workers. Others were sent by the owner and they too were
beaten and somekilled. In the end he sent his son who was also killed.

Thisillustrateswhat God did for Israel. He made a covenant with them but
they did not honor it. He sent prophets and some of them werekilled. Finally
He sent His Son, and they killed Him. God punishes those who rebel against
Himinthismanner.

The Phariseestried to trap the L ord, but He surprised them with Hiswisdom
and embarrassed them (verses 13-27).

Actually, many recognize Him as agreat Teacher but there isno changein
their lives. They contunueinsin. God judgesall who reject His Son, but will
saveall who believein Him. Oneday Christ will returnto theearth asKing. We
do not know when thiswill happen. When He comes, He will punish all who
have not believed in Him. Trust Christ today and you will not haveto fear the
future.
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Lesson Ten

SoOON COMING EVENTS

1. Read chapter 12 from verse 18 through chapter 13 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and then do exam number ten.

Jesus went to Jerusalem and offered Himself to the people as King. The
leaders rejected Him and looked for away to kill Him. In thislesson we see
what the Lord taught His disciples concerning what would happen in the final
days of human history.

Some of the leaders did not believe in the resurrection. They asked Him a
guestion about seven brothers who died. It was not a sincere question, and
the Lord answered that they did not know Scriptures or the power of God
(verse24). TheBible saysthat God raised His son from the dead and that one
day all peoplewill beresurrected.

Again the leaders came to Him with questions and He answered them all.
However, they could not answer His questions because they did not believe
that He was the Son of God (verses 35-37). Jesus accused them of insincerity
and then praised a poor widow who put into the offering box all that she had.

In chapter thirteen verse four, the disciples asked about the future. Only
God knows the future. However, Jesusis also God and thus could respond to
the question. He said that fal se Christswould come (verses 6,21-23), that there
would bewarsand famines (verse 8). Healso said that Hisdiscipleswould be
hated (verse 8) and some would have to flee to the mountains to escape death
(verse 14-20). All theseterrible things would happen in the future.

There would be signs or occurrences in the heavens; the sun would be
darkened, the moon would not shine, and starswould fall. TheLord Jesuswill
returningreat glory, and the angelswill comewith Him. Theangelswill gather
thebelieversfrom all over theearth and Christ will reign on earth for 1000 yesars.

We do not know when the Lord shall return. Those who do not know Him
will be sent to Hell - thisiseternal separation from God and no second chance
toreceive Christ. Now isthetimeto turnto Him and receive pardon for sin.
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Lesson Eleven

THE LORD JESUS
BEFORE HUMAN JUDGES

1. Read chapter 14 and 15 through verse 14 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and then do exam number eleven.

Jesus, the Perfect Servant, always pleased the Father. God loves peopleand
His Son always helped the needy. However, Jewish leaders hated Him and
looked for waysto kill Him (verses1 and 2).

There were some who loved Jesus. One woman poured over Him avery
costly perfume (verses 3-9). Nevertheless, Judas, one of the disciples, wanted
money, and promised to deliver Christ into the hands of Hisenemies (verse 10
and 11).

The Lord knew that He was going to die (verse 27). He went with His
disciplesto aplaceto pray (verse 32). Judas came there with an armed group
and took Christ away. Christ could have escaped, but He went with them
without resisting.

Hewasfirst taken tothe High Priest (verse 53). Christ answered that Hewas
the Son of God and the High Priest reacted violently, accusing Christ of blas-
phemy. The people began to spit on Him and to strike Him (verse 65).

Peter followed, but at a distance for fear. When he was accused of being a
follower of Christ, Peter deniedit. Later he repented and wept.

The priests took Jesus to Pilate. Christ consented to the fact that He was
the King of the Jews (15:2). Pilaterealized that Jesus had done no wrong and
wanted to free Him. Therewasin prison aman by the name of Barabbas. He
had killed many people. Asitwasacustom during thefeast of the Passover to
release a prisoner, Pilate said, “Will yethat | release unto you the King of the
Jews?” The priests influenced the people to ask for the release of Barabbas
and the crucifixion of Jesus. Pilate was concerned with pleasing the people- so
heallowed Christ to be crucified. Pilateknew it waswrong to condemn Christ
- Hebedlieved Jesuswas aninnocent man. You haveto settle the same problem
that Pilate had. What will you do with Jesus? You know that Heisthe Son of
God. Hedied onthecrossto pay for your sins. If you reject Him, you will die
inyour sins. Receive Him today and God will pardon you and receive you as
His son or daughter.
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Lesson Twelve

CHRIST GIVES HISLIFE FOR Us

1. Read from verse 16 of chapter 15 through chapter 16 of the Gospel of Mark.
2. Read thislesson and then do exam number twelve.

It isreally sad to see how Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and all the people
wanted the death of Christ. Inverse 15-19 the soldiers mocked Christ. They
put acrown of thorns on His head, hit Him with areed, and then took Him out
to be crucified. An African, a man by the name of Simon, helped Christ by
carrying His cross part of the way.

Christ was crucified between two thieves. The soldierscast lotsor gambled
for His clothes. The people came close and ridiculed and insulted Him. The
religious leaders said, “ He saved others; Himself He cannot save.”

When the sixth hour came (middle of the day), it became very dark. This
darkness lasted for three hours. During thistime Christ cried out, “My God,
My God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ Shortly afterward, He cried out and
gave up His spirit to the Father. A roman soldier, a centurion who was an
officer, said, “ Truly thisman wasthe Son of God” (verse 39). After Hisdeath,
Joseph, a well-to-do man, went up to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
The body was wrapped in fine linen and put in atomb hollowed out of rock.

Some of the women went to the tomb early on Sunday. Therewas an angel
therewho said, “Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: Heisrisen;
Heisnot here: behold the place where they laid Him.” They were afraid, but
understood that Jesus had been raised. Death could not keep the Son of God.

TheLord appeared several timesto Hisdisciples. Hecommanded them, “ Go
yeintoal theworld, and preach the Gospel to every creature” (verse15). Then
He ascended, or went up, to Heaven and was seated on the right hand of God
the Father.

We have seen that the Son of God came from Heaven to do all the will, or
plan of God. Hedied onthe crossfor our sins. God raised Him from the dead
and He returned to Heaven. Men rejected Him, but God gave Him life and
eternal honor and glory.
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AND Now...

WHAT FOLLOWS?

We congratul ate you for having finished this course on the life of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Upon receiving your exams, we will correct them and send you
the next course in this series. There are many more courses that we offer that
will be of spiritual benefit to you.
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